
CareerTalk

Ottawa , Canada-
b a s e d  W i - L A N 
appointed William 

Middleton  v ice 
president and general 
counsel. Middleton 
previously served as 
VP and GC for Nygard International. 

Coppell, Texas-based Mannatech Inc. 
appointed B. Keith Clark senior vice 
president and general counsel. Most 
recently Clark served as senior vice pres-
ident and general counsel for Metrome-
dia Restaurant Group.

Reynolds America 
Inc. named Julia 

“Judy” Lambeth 
executive vice presi-
dent and general 
counsel. Previously, 
Lambeth served as 
corporate secretary and deputy general 
counsel for ConocoPhillips. 

The University of Central Arkansas 
named Tom Courtway general coun-

sel and director of governmental regu-
lations. Courtway joins the university 
from Hendrix College where he was vice 
president for planning and operations. 

OMRIX Biopharmaceuticals Inc. hired 
Nanci Prado as vice president and 
general counsel. Prior to joining the 
company, Prado was a partner in the 
corporate group of Dorsey & Whitney. 

New York-based Vision LP named David 

Stein as executive vice president and the 
company’s first general counsel. Prior to 
joining Vision, Stein served as senior 
counsel with International Paper. 

Sirona Dental Systems Inc. appointed 
Gregory P. Leahy as general counsel. 
Leahy most recently served as executive 
director of the legal department at Ger-
man Bank WestLB. 

Foster City, Calif.-based Entelos Inc. 
appointed John T. Rigsbee as general 
counsel. Prior to joining the company, 
Rigsbee worked at Jazz Pharmaceuticals 
as corporate counsel. 

ExEcut ivE  transit ions

CKE Restaurants Inc. appointed 
Michael Murphy general counsel and 
chief administrative officer. Murphy pre-
viously served as the company’s general 
counsel and executive vice president. 

The National Hotrod Association pro-
moted Linda Louise to vice president 
and general counsel. Louise joined the 
association in 1999 as associate corpo-
rate counsel. Her previous title was gen-
eral counsel. 

Career Education Corp.’s General Coun-
sel and Senior Vice President Janice 

Block has left the company. Block, who 
was named as the corporation’s CLO in 
April 2005, previously was a partner at 
Greenberg Traurig.

ot hEr in -housE  MovEs 

Nor t h rop Gr u m-
man Corp. promoted 
 Steven C. Babb and 
Malcolm S. Swift 

to vice president and 
associate genera l 
counsel. Babb most 
recently served as 
Northrop Grumman’s 
corporate director 
and senior corporate 
counsel. Swift was 
most recently respon-
sible for mergers and acquisitions and 
antitrust legal services. 

Bloomington, Minn.-based The Toro 
Company appointed Timothy P. 

Dordell as vice president and deputy 
general counsel. Dordell is slated to 
assume the general counsel role in 
spring 2007, following the retirement 
of General Counsel Larry McIntyre. 

“Career Talk” was researched and edited 
by Assistant Editor Julie Miller. Please 
send announcement to her at jmiller@
insidecounsel.com.

I was in college during Nancy Reagan’s “Just Say No” to drugs campaign. No 

argument from me on the message, although back then the issue seemed a 

bit more complicated.

Twenty some years later, it seems to me that the word “no” has gained 

new popularity, but in less noble ways. Everywhere I go businesses seem 

to be saying “no” to good customer service in the name of cost savings. 

Stressed out lawyers are saying “no” to pro-bono work. And, most surpris-

ingly, law departments and law firms have pretty much said “no” to any 

deviation from buying legal services by the hour.

I encourage you to reverse this trend and start saying “yes.” Say “yes” to 

everything your client wants. Find a way to get it done. Say “yes” to at least 

one new upstart law firm or legal service provider. Shake up the status quo a 

little. Say “yes” to attending at least one national corporate counsel confer-

ence per year. Get out there. Saying “yes” leads to friendships, new opportu-

nities and, eventually, the general counsel’s chair.
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